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 Forty-nine years ago, Antonio 

Sanchez-Migallon lost his sight in an 

accidental chemical spill.  A few years 

ago Antonio was able to undergo an 

operation to replace his corneas, which 

were damaged in the accident.  Now at 

78 years old, Mr. Sanchez has two plas-

tic implants that allow him to see with 

perfect vision.   

 For the first time in forty years 

he was able to see his children and 

twenty-two grandchildren.  However, 

the first time he saw his own face in the 

mirror he told the local newspaper, ñI 

thought I would look better. I look 

really ugly and old.ò His wife, on the 

other hand was reported saying, ñHe is 

more handsomeé and friendlier.ò 

 Some of us can go for years not 

clearly seeing the world around us.  We 

spend lots of time bumping into situa-

tions and missing the scenery, because 

we naturally have scales on our spiri-

tual eyes that prevent us from getting 

the ñbig picture.ò  What might give us 

more 20/20 vision could be simple life 

experiences that provides us with ñah 

ha!ò moments.  You know, the way we 

stumble onto a new truth and we say, 

ñAh ha! Now I get it.ò   

 Sometimes a tragedy causes us 

to look more closely at life around us 

and we discover things that were previ-

ously hidden from our inner sight.  

When someone we love dies, we are 

more prone to work harder at more 

meaningful relationships with the 

family and friends that we cherish so 

much.   

 Another way our eyes can be 

opened to new realities is when the 

Spirit of God prompts us to look past 

the surface of our closed little world.  

When Godôs illuminating grace con-

fronts us, spiritual scales fall from our 

eyes and we are able to see things 

from an eternal perspective.  What we 

may have taken for granted in the past 

now takes on ultimate significance for 

our human journey.   

 And like old Antonio, we sud-

denly see things the way they really 

are, rather than the way we imagine 

they would be.  The new sights that 

come to us can be disturbing, but the 

truth isnôt always easy to accept.  Iôm 

sure that by now Mr. Sanchez has got-

ten used to his new world of sight, 

and has accepted reality in all itôs bru-

tal honesty.  But somehow I think that 

he would rather have his sight and see 

the whole truth, than be smitten with 

visual scales and imagine what the 

world is in darkness.  The ugly tryth 

can be more handsome and friendlier 

than we think. 

Peace, Rev. Gary Proietti 
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Inside this issue: 

Did you know  

St. Johnõs:  

§ is handicapped   

accessible; 

§ is air conditioned; 

§ has a Cry Room for 

parents with small 

children to use    

during services; 

§ has hearing        

devices available;  

§ provides large-print 

bulletins. 

Insert:  Calendar  with Birth-

days, Anniversaries; Kroger 

instructions 
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To contribute to the Newsletter:   

Please submit information to the church   

office or via email at:  st.johns1952@att.net.  

The next deadline is  November 20, 2009.  

Please let us know what you want to see in the newsletter 

ñ people that should be recognized, events taking place, 

etc.  Your input is needed so that no one is inadver-

tently missed .  Information and ideas are appreciated 

ñ thank you!  
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ATTENTION  KROGER®  SHOPPERS!!  

St. Johnôs is pleased to announce that you can now 

annually register your Kroger Plus Shopperôs Card, 

and each time itôs used, a percentage comes back 

to the church as a fundraiser!   

We can now register online at Krogerôs secure web-

site:  www.krogercommunityrewards.com.  Kroger 

assures everyone that they will not sell, trade, or rent 

out the customerôs personal information to any out-

side company or marketing firm.   

Rewards are earned on all purchases except:  alco-

hol, tobacco, government-assisted pharmacy        

expenses, stamps, Kroger gift cards, Green Dot Pre-

paid Cards, gift certificates, lottery and promotional 

tickets, fuel, fuel center  purchases, office services, 

and Sales Tax.   

Please see the back of the 

calendar for  directions from 

Kroger on registering your 

Kroger Plus Shopperôs Card.   

Your grocery  purchases can 

now support St. Johnôs 

U.C.C. ðThanks!  

With sincere apologies to: the Hoffman fam-

ily, their birthdates:  Brian ñ10/31; Mona -

9/12; Kaitlyn -9/27; Drew -6/30; Brian and 

Monaõs anniversary is 10/15; and to the 

Nutter family:  Jeremy -8/18; Logan -8/31; Will -

6/24; Jeremy and Nelleõs anniversary is 6/15. 

After 20 years as St. Johnôs Finan-

cial Secretary,   Art Page is retiring 

at the end of 2009.  If you are inter-

ested in this position, please contact 

Mary  Powell or Art Page.  A job de-

scription will be available soon.  When 

you see Art, please thank him for all 

his years of dedicated service. 

JUST A REMINDER TO MARK 

YOUR CALENDARS!  

Join us following worship on   

Sunday, November 22 for our 

Hanging of the Greens party as 

we prepare the church for the   

Advent Season.   A potluck lunch 

is being planned, followed by the 

decorating of the sanctuary.        

In order to complete this in one 

afternoon, we need many         

participants; all ages are        

invited!  There will be crafts, as 

well.  The afternoon will end with a 

short worship which will include 

singing carols.   

COME AND JOIN IN THE          

FELLOWSHIP OF ST. JOHNôS!! 

Thank you to Betty Margraf and Donna Bradley for the  

following address correction: 

Carol Cheney, Wyandot County Home, 7830 State 

Route 199, Upper Sandusky, OH  43351.   

Please send in addresses for the December issue:        

military,  college students,   shut-ins,   etc.                         

for those wishing to send Christmas greetings ð thanks! 

Advent begins on Sunday, November 29. 

Remember to adjust your clocks:    

November 1 ñDaylight Savings 

Time ends!  
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November Lectionary 

Readings   

Nov. 1   Ruth 1:1 -8 

  Psalms 146  

  Hebrews 9:11 -14 

  Mark 12:28 -34 

Nov. 8   Ruth 3:1 -5; 4:13 -17  

  Psalms 127 or  

  1 Kings 17:8 -16 

  Psalms 146  

  Hebrews 9:24 -28 

  Mark 12:38 -44 

Nov. 15  1 Samuel 1:4 -20  

  1 Samuel 2:1 -10 or  

  Daniel 12:1 -3 

  Psalms 16  

  Hebrews 10:11 -25 

  Mark 13:1 -8 

Nov. 22  2 Samuel 23:1 -7 

  Psalms 132:1 -18 or  

  Daniel 7:9 -10, 13 -14 

  Psalms 93  

  Revelations 1:4b -8 

  John 18:33 -37  

Nov. 29  Jeremiah 33:14 -16 

  Psalms 25:1 -10 

  1 Thessalonians 3:9 -13  

  Luke 21:25 -36  

St. Johnôs  United Church of Christ 

has recently lost three members, and 

extends itôs   prayers and sympathy to 

these families and friends. 

Priscilla òChrisó Ricker, age 64,  

passed away on September 27, 

2009.  Funeral services for Chris were held October 2, 2009. 

Alice Shoub, age 79, passed away on October 3, 2009.     

Aliceôs funeral services were held October 6, 2009.   

Both of these funeral services were conducted by Rev. Proi-

etti and were held in the church.   

Louise Hoover, 69, passed away on October 24, 2009.  

Louiseôs funeral services were held on October 27 at         

Autumnwood Care Center Chapel with Chaplain Ruth Lynch. 

These ladies will be missed. 

World Communion Sunday  

Communion was shared by 105 church-goers on 

October 4, 2009.  The body and 

blood of Christ has been shed 

for all of us ~ wonôt you please 

join us on Sunday,    November 

29, the first  Sunday of Advent, 

when we participate in the 

Lordôs Supper during  morning 

worship services? 

Messiah at Heidelberg University  

The choirs of Heidelberg University, the University 

Orchestra and guest soloists will present the Uni-

versityõs annual presentation of George Frederic 

Handelõs Messiah  on Sunday, December 6 at 3:00 

PM in Seiberling Gymnasium.  Dr. Grant Cook III 

and Dr. Barbara Specht will conduct.  This special 

holiday event, a Heidelberg tradition for more than 

one hundred years, is free and open to the public.   

Heidelberg extends an open invitation to interested 

singers.  More information, including rehearsal 

schedules, is available from the office, and is 

posted on the bulletin boards.  
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Midday Fellowship  

Eileen and Herb Scherer are the contact people for the  November 11 get-together of Midday Fellowship.  

Reservations are required for the 11:30 AM lunch, which will be at GWõs (formerly Wymieõs), and a 1:00 

PM tour of the St. Francis Museum (directly across from Elizabeth Schaefer Apartments) is scheduled for the afternoon.  

Sister Stella Magers will talk on the history of the museum, and there will be time for a self-paced tour.  All are welcome! 

St. Johnôs UCC   COUNCIL MEETING     Unapproved minutes of the October 5, 2009 Council Meeting 

Meeting called to order by President Mary Powell.  Devotions given by Mary for Pat Shatzer. ñPsalm 19ò   Minutes 
from the September meeting were read. With no additions or corrections, minutes approved as written. 

Financial Secretary Report by Art Page:  Nothing unusual. $200.00 misc. September receipts were $7607.17, Sep-
tember was the worst 4 week month this year. 

Treasurerôs Report by Mary Powell:  We are $5555.10 in the red. Last year at this time we were $7276.00 in the 
red. The water bill for 8/11 was $291.00. Usually runs $80.87.  Also, the sewer bill was $264.00. The parsonage 
had a water problem and the ladies toilet had been running.  Dave Shelton moved to accept the reports. Don 
Krintzline Sr. seconded.  Motion approved, reports to be filed for audit.  Bills were-UCC Resources, Stanton Music, 
Ohio Mutual Ins, Tiffin Hardware and Rally Day expenses, total of $1135.21. Don Krintzline Jr. moved to pay the 
bills, seconded by Eileen Scherer. Approved. $80.87 for music expense will be taken from the music reserve fund.   
The total spent this year for Vacation Bible School was  $253.00. We had great attendance from church. 

Ministerôs Report:  Attended Mid Day Fellowship in Findlay, the Regional Coordinating Team, Rally Day, Ruth Cir-
cle, the Ox Roast and taught the middle school class. Met with Kathy Poole, Diane Pytel, and the Shoub family. 
Officiated at Chris Rickerôs funeral, Baptism of Corey Poole, and Communion Sunday.  Future events include Alice 
Shoubôs Funeral, Clergy Group at Fairhaven, Mid day fellowship, Ruth Circle, Small Church Choir Fest, Reforma-
tion Sunday and Childrenôs Sabbath.  Darla Metz came to council for approval of ñIn care statusò. She is attending 
college in Delaware, Ohio, to earn her degrees in Master of Arts and Counselor and Pastoral Care. Leona Einsel 
moved to reaffirm action taken at the August 3rd Meeting, to accept the privilege of holding Darla ñIn Careò. Sec-
onded by Jon Eakin.  Motion carried. 

Christian Education by Sandie Myers:  The committee feels that Rally Day was a great success, and enjoyed by all 
ages. Rev. Gary is teaching Sunday school, for the middle school age children. 

Property Committee by Don Krintzline Jr.:  Met with Dave Martien and a contractor. Discussed the stain glassed 
window, the porch and an elevator enclosure. Contacted Tri-County Sealing. They gave us an estimate of $585.00. 
This includes striping and four handi-cap blocks. Art Page made the motion to contract with Tri-county for  $585.00 
to be taken out of building fund. Seconded by Herb Scherer. Motion carried.   The kids are going to paint the up 
stairs Sunday school room. Will have the tech from Burnôs to check on the leaking in the refrigerator.  Tiffin Deluxe 
checked the boilers, we passed. 

Search Committee by John Eakin:  The committee will be having a phone interview with a prospect on Wednes-
day. 

Ruth Circle by Eileen Scherer:  They served chicken sandwiches at the September 24th Fairhaven Fest. 

Old Business:  Please do not use the Jefferson St. doors to exit if they are locked, use the Main St. basement door.  
A couple of people have asked about the Financial Secretary position. We need to get a job description together.  
Becky Blocksom will contact us in November about using the church on March 7th.  Rev. Gary gave Art some of the 
monies donated in memory of Chris Ricker.  Mary to check with Pat to get the name of the person that plowed last 
year, and check to see if he will do again this year.   

New Business:  Mary passed out the duties of the Elders and Deacons.  Please read these. Will go over them at 
the November meeting. 

Leona Einsel will give devotions at the November 2nd meeting    Adjourned 

Respectively submitted,  Sandie Myers,  Secretary 
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The Nutters:  
 
Jeremy, 
Nelle,  
Logan,  
Lucas,  
and Will  
 
 
 

NEW MEMBER PROFILE:  WE WELCOME THE NUTTER FAMILY  

Some of St. Johnôs newest members include Nelle and Jeremy Nutter, whoôs family includes their three 

sons, Logan Tyree-12, Lucas-5, and Will-3.  Jeremy is a high school English teacher at Van Buren High 

School. There he is the head football coach and the assistant baseball coach.  Nelle is a fourth-grade 

teacher at Mohawk Elementary School.  She has an MA in education leadership from Bowling Green State 

University.  As a working mom and full time teacher, she earned a 4.0 grade point average at BGSU. 

Logan is in the Talented and Gifted program at Hopewell-Loudon School, where he plays defensive end 

and center for the 6th grade football team. He also plays baseball for his school.  Lucas is in kindergarten 

at Mohawk Elementary and is taking swimming lessons.  Will is in preschool and looking forward to school 

activities in a couple of years.   

The Nutters like taking family vacations and getting involved in their childrenôs activities.  Jeremy has been 

volunteering at St. Johnôs as an usher during worship.  Logan is an acolyte and a member of the middle 

school Sunday School class. Nancy Summer, Nelleôs mother, has been attending with them for the past 

year.  We welcome the Nutter family to St. Johnôs U.C.C.  

A Note From the Financial Secretary: 

Your  church Council reviewed 
the monthly   fi- nancial reports for 
September on October  5 th .    
Currently, our ex- penditures for the 
y e a r  a r e $5,555.10 more 
than our receipts.  With the end of the year      
approaching, we are hoping that by letting you 
know about our situation, you may be able to   
assist us in reducing this deficit prior to the end of 
2009.  As always, we appreciate your ongoing 
�V�X�S�S�R�U�W���R�I���6�W�����-�R�K�Q�·�V���8���&���&�� 

Johnnyõs mother looked out the window and 

noticed him òplaying churchó with their cat.  

He had the cat sitting quietly and he was 

preaching to it.  She smiled and went about 

her work.  A while later she heard loud meow-

ing and hissing, and ran back to the open    

window to see Johnny baptizing 

the cat in a tub of water.  She 

called out, òJohnny, 

stop that!  The cat is afraid of 

water!ó  Johnny looked up at her 

and said, òHe should have thought of that     

before he joined my church!ó 


