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     One of the most celebrated per-
sonalities of the twentieth century 
was, of all things, an attorney.  He is 
known for leading his people out of 
foreign domination and created a  
national ethic based partly on the 
teachings of Christ (even though he, 
himself was a Hindu).  He was 
greatly loved by his followers and 
grossly hated by his enemies.  His 
name was Mohandes Gandhi, the 
man who led India toward independ-
ence. 

     In his school, Gandhi taught inner 
virtues as a guide for successful liv-
ing.  Along with the traditional disci-
plines of math and history, Gandhi 
taught his people to avoid seven 
deadly sins.  No, not the ones taught 
by the Catholic Church that include 
sloth, gluttony and lust. These sins 
relate more to the individualôs        
responsibility to a personal moral 
conscience. Gandhiôs sins to be 
shunned took on the form of social 
consciousness; a collective code of 
ethics that can actually change the 
course of an amoral society. 

     The seven deadly sins to avoid 
are these: 

1.  Politics without principle 

2.  Wealth without work 

3.  Commerce without morality 

4.  Pleasure without conscience 

5.  Education without character 

6.  Science without humanity 

7.  Worship without sacrifice 

     What if the legal and medical 
communities lived by this code?  
What would happen if educators 
and politicians heeded the admo-
nition of Gandhiôs teaching?  
Wouldnôt it be a great world if busi-
nesses and technocrats could live 
by this simple code? Banks and 
insurance companies? Better, yet, 
what if the church itself could lead 
the way in character, conscience, 
morality and sacrifice? 

     During the coming Lenten    
season may we, the Church of  
Jesus Christ, reflect on ways to 
heighten the quality of life to the 
small world that lies around us. As 
examples to the world, we can 
watch modern society move to 
higher levels of peace and justice. 
And, by the way, may we live this 
way out of our love of Christ and 
the world rather than out of        
obligation or constraint.  The way 
of love and compassion is always 
the higher road. 

Your pastor,  

Gary Proietti 

 

THE WORD TO LIVE BY 
 

Rev. Gary L. Proietti  

March 2010 

Inside this issue: 

Did you know  

St. Johnõs:  

§ is handicapped      

accessible; 

§ is air conditioned; 

§ has a Cry Room for 

parents with small 

children to use    

during services; 

§ has hearing devices 

available;  

§ provides large-print 

bulletins. 

Itõs time to spring forward!   

Daylight       

Savings Time 

begins on    

March  14 !  



St. Johnôs U.C.C.   Mission Statement                

adopted by Council 3/09 

Follow Our God  ð    Develop spiritual  guidance  

through  worship; 

Live Godôs Word  ð    Practice faith by being loving, caring, sharing 

Christians using time and talents for the church; 

Care for Godôs Children  ð    Education programs for all ages;      

Outreach to community and world;   Always mindful of church growth  
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To contribute to the Newsletter:   

Please submit information to the church office or via 

email at:  st.johns1952@att.net.  The next deadline is  

March 20, 2010.   Please let us know what you want 

to see in the newsletter:  people who should be  rec-

ognized, events taking place, etc.  Your input is 

needed so that no one is missed.   

Information and ideas are appreciated ð                       

thank you for your support!  

      ODDS  AND  ENDS  
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ñYou have to eat, so why not join us?ò          

asks Madolyn Key in extending an invitation to join 

Midday Fellowship.  They will be meeting the      

second Wednesday of each month, and the day 

includes lunch, followed by a tour of a local point of 

interest.  Please feel free to suggest a destination 

and to join them on one or all of their excursions!   

PLEASE NOTE:  Februaryôs meeting was cancelled 

due to the weather; they will have the planning 

meeting on March 10; meet at GWôs at 11:30 AM 

for lunch, followed by the planning meeting at St. 

Johnôs around 1:00 PM.  Thank you. 

Due to the snowy conditions,  Midday Fellow-

ship , the ladies of Ruth Circle,  and the Volunteer     

Service Group at Fairhaven were not able to meet 

in February.  Please look in the next issue of The 

Messenger for the March reports. 

Thank you, parents!   We are now up to EIGHT 

(yes, 8 !!!) in our Confirmation Class!   

Website:   There have been over 3,000 visits  to   

our website at:  www.tiffinstjohns.com.  Thank you, 

Webmaster Tim Metz ! 

 

Congratulations!!  

Thank you to Amy Einsel for          

announcing that her sister, Ann 

Shellhamer , just retired from Tiffin Develop-

mental Center!  Congratulations, Ann ! 

Something New To Try For Lent  
 

Subscribe to the 

free e -mail message 

from the UCC:   

Stillspeaking Daily 
Devotional :  
www.ucc.org/writers -

group 

Congratulations!!     Thank you to  

John Shatzer  for announcing that his 

wife, Pat Shatzer, has retired after 30 

years of school bus driving.  Congratulations, Pat!    

Congratulations!!    

Pat Page , administrative assistant 

for the  Department of Music at Hei-

delberg University, has received the Jeannine 

Curns Distinguished Service Award at the 14th 

Annual Recognition Luncheon on February 9.  

Congratulations!!   

Doug Collar also received a service award 

at the Heidelberg University Recognition 

Luncheon for his 10 years with the university. 

Congratulations!!   

Christine Thom  was also a recipient of a  

service award at the Heidelberg University 

Recognition Luncheon for five years with Heidelberg.  
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March Lectionary  

Readings   

 

March 7  Isaiah 55:1 -9 

  Psalms 63:1 -8 

  1 Corinthians 10:1 -13  

  Luke 13:1 -9 

March 14  Joshua 5:9 -12  

  Psalms 32  

  2 Corinthians 5:16 -21  

  Luke 15:1 -3, 11b -32  

March 21  Isaiah 43:16 -21  

  Psalms 126  

  Philippians 3:4b -14  

  John 12:1 -8 

March 28  Psalms 118:1 -2, 19 -29  

Palm Sunday  Luke 19:28 -40  

  Isaiah 50:4 -9a 

  Psalms 31:9 -16  

  Philippians 2:5 -11  

  Luke 22:14 - 23:56  

 

   

The Tanner Missionõs Mission Statement: 

 

James 1:27  
Religion that God our Father accepts as pure and  

faultless is this:  to look after orphans and widows in 
their distress and to keep oneself from being polluted 

by the world.  
  

From the Tanner Mission:  

Dear Friends and Family, 

 

 Above is Casa Elisabeta, all snowed in, however 

this is not news to many of you who are also snowed in!  

Cabin fever is at an all time high but at least the cabin is 

warm.  God protects. 

  

 All the young adults have been out daily shovel-

ing and clearing roads so that fuel, water, bread can be 

delivered, they are all enjoying the outside work, never 

ceases to amaze me how hard these kids are willing to 

work, they keep going until it is done.  They know God 

is watching over them and expects a certain amount of 

help from them to keep everything running smoothly. 

  

 We have two volunteers at the moment who 

are snowed in with us, no trains or planes going any-

where, so they will have to wait it out as well.  We re-

ceived a special donation that has allowed us to hire a 

physical therapist and we pray she stays with us a while, 

normally they use us as a stepping stone to a better job 

in the city, where they donõt have to drive out in the 

snow etc.,  so pray with us that she lasts a while.  She 

will work with the severely handicapped children at Casa 

Hannah.  Robin Hinders, a past volunteer, purchased 

through her church an all terrain wheelchair so the w/c 

boys can get around easier on these dirt roads. 

  

 God bless you all for your prayers and financial 

support!  Please write when you have time and tell us 

the news from U.S. 

  

Sandie Tanner  

sandie@clicknet.ro  

 

The Tanner Mission also has a website:  

www.tannermission.org                                                
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St. Johnôs UCC Council Meeting  -  February 8, 2010  -  Unofficial Minutes 

Meeting called to order by President Gary Schiefer.  Devotions given by Herb Scherer from ñThese Days.ò 

Minutes from the January 4 meeting were read.  Dave Shelton moved to accept the minutes, 2nd by Sandie Myers.  
Motion passed.  Minutes from the special council meeting January 10 were read.  Pat Shatzer moved to accept the 
minutes, 2nd by Sue Bleyle.  Motion passed. 

Financial Secretary Report by Herb Scherer:  January receipts were $12,015.05.  The OCWM receipts were ahead of 
budget for the month. 

Treasurerôs Report by Pat Shatzer:  Pat explained the budget vs. actual sheet to the new council members.  We came 
out to the good for this month.  Mona Huffman moved to accept the treasurerôs report and 2nd by Jerry Bupp.  Motion 
passed.  Bills for the months totaled $725.86.  Sandie Myers moved to pay the bills, 2nd by Dave Shelton.  Motion 
passed. 

Rev. Proietti has asked Pat Shatzer to represent the church at the Small Church Cluster meetings.  Jon Eakin moved 
to accept Pat for this position, 2nd by Sue Bleyle.  Motion passed.  The Small Church Cluster will be holding a Lenten 
gathering on March 21st at 3 PM in our church. 

Gary Schiefer passed out papers explaining the usherôs responsibilities. 

Search Committee:  Jon Eakin stated the committee is back to square one.  They are checking new profiles. 

Property Committee:  Don Krintzline repaired the restroom door closure.  He is concerned about the number of non-
authorized cars using our parking lot.  We may need to call the police to have them moved. 

Christian Ed. Committee:  Eileen Scherer of the Stewardship Committee would like to give the children a collection 
box for the One Great Hour of Sharing to be collected March 14th.  The committee would go around to the classes 
and explain what the money would be used for.  Council has no objections. 

New Business:  Diana Hoover would like to update the council photo on the web page.  The photo will be taken Feb-
ruary 21st. 

Gary Schiefer says there is an opening on the Finance Committee since Herb Scherer has taken the Financial Secre-
taryôs position.  Jon Eakin will fill that position.  Sandie Myers moved that we accept Jon, 2nd by Jerry Bupp.  Motion 
passed. 

Diana Hooverôs title has been changed from interim to permanent secretary.  She is also to receive 1 week paid vaca-
tion. 

Thank you notes were received from the church janitors for the Kroger gift card.  Michelle Torigian who received the 
Ira Harkins Memorial Scholarship, and FISH of Tiffin for $25.00. 

Jo Anne Schiefer and Karen Culp would like to use the handbells for a performance of a duet at St. Johnôs UCC in 
Fostoria.  Don Krintzline, Jr. moved that we allow them to use the bells, 2nd by Herb Scherer.  Motion passed. 

The church received a letter from an individual in our community for financial assistance in paying her home mort-
gage. 

Ron Myers offered to head up a committee to put on the Easter breakfast.  Jon Eakin moved that we accept this offer, 
2nd by Sue Bleyle.  Motion passed. 

Spring cleanup day will be Saturday, March 27th starting at 9 AM.  Will ask Rev. Proietti to have the youth help. 

Pat Shatzer stated we have $70 in the flower fund with no stipulation for its use. 

Jon Eakin stated Steve Rhoads has a piano to give to the church if we have a use for it. 

A list of Capital Campaign items provided by Ron Myers were given to council.  It showed items which need immedi-
ate repair, items completed, upgrades, and future construction needs. 

Devotions for the March 8th meeting will be by Jerry Bupp. 

Respectfully submitted,    Eileen Scherer, Council Secretary 
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CHURCH HUMOR  

Thatõs Insalting 
 

Mensa is an organization whose members have 
an IQ of 140 or higher.  A few years ago, there was a 
Mensa convention in San Francisco, and several mem-
bers lunched at a local café.  While dining, they discov-
ered that their salt shaker contained pepper and their 
pepper shaker was full of salt.  How could they swap 
the contents of the bottles without spilling, and using 
only the implements at hand?  Clearly this was a job for 
Mensa!  The group debated and presented ideas, and 
finally came up with a brilliant solution involving a nap-
kin, a straw, and an empty saucer.  They called the wait-
ress over to dazzle her with their findings.  òMaõam,ó 
they said, òwe couldnõt help but notice that the pepper 
shaker contains salt and the salt shaker é.ó  òOh,ó the 
waitress interrupted.  òSorry about that.ó  She             
unscrewed the caps of both bottles and switched them. 

 MARCH 27, 2010  

Spring Clean -Up Day at             

St. Johnôs! 

It is time again to clean up the church for 
spring.  This year, we will have a congrega-
tional clean-up day on Saturday, 
March 27 beginning at 9:00 AM.  We 

ask you to help clean St. Johnôs of the dust 
and dirt that have accumulated over the 
winter.     Join us ð you wonôt want to miss the fun!! 

     Easter Morning Breakfast   

Once again, the men of St. Johnôs will 

be having an Easter Sunday Breakfast 

as a fundraiser for the church.  We 

ask that you come to St. Johnôs  be-

fore worship services  on April 4 for 

good food and friendship.  Any men 

who would like to volunteer to help cook, serve,      

or clean up are asked  to  contact  Ron  Myers .     

Estate Planning Meeting  

There will be an estate planning meeting on 

Thursday, April 22, 2010, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 

PM at Trinity United Church of Christ.  Becky 

Blocksom of Fairhaven Community will be the 

presenter.  Additional information will be       

provided as it becomes available.  

Stewardship Workshop   ~   Sunday, March 7, 2010  

òOpening Doors to Generosity:                                                

Three Keys for Your Congregationó      

Registration at 2:00 PM;                              

Workshop 2:30 PMñ5:00 PM 

St. Johnõs U.C.C. has been selected to host a ground-

breaking event for a Northwest Ohio U.C.C. church ñ itõs first 

webinar!  This workshop will be conducted in our sanctuary, 

and televised over the internet.  It is hoped that this will   

become the first of many such broadcasts for the Associa-

tion, as a method to reach a larger audience over a greater 

distance than what some may wish to travel. 

Generosity in the church depends on strength in three areas:  

Mission, Leadership, and Relationships.  See how a focus on 

these aspects of congregational life can open doors to 

greater giving and to a new spiritual growth.  The presenter 

will be Sandy Lueschen, Ohio Conference Financial Ministry.  

Sandy has served on the UCCõs national staff for eight years 

in financial development and stewardship.  She invites peo-

ple to live in support of the church, higher education, and 

land conservation.  She and her family live in Apple Creek.   

Everyone is welcome!  Come be a part of this innovative 

event! Small  Church  Cluster  Lenten  Gathering 

WHEN:  Sunday, March 21, 2010 

TIME:   3:00 PM  

WHERE:  St. Johnôs U.C.C.,  Tiffin 

WHO:   All are welcome at this worship service!  
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KIDSõ KORNER!!! 

ITõS CAMP TIME!!               
The Ohio Conference Division for 

Outdoor Ministries can be reached 

at 1-800 -282 -0740 or at www.ocucc.org.  The dead-

line for the lowest price for the camps is March 31; 

the church will assist with camp fees.  Please      

contact the office or Sandie Myers for more      

information on the many camps that are available.  

One Great Hour of Sharing Coin Boxes  

Coin boxes were distributed by Cassandra    

Collar and Eileen Scherer of the Stewardship 

Committee to the youth during the 

February 21 Sunday School Open-

ing time.  The children 

were instructed to re-

member others who are 

in need when they deposit money in 

their boxes.  The filled boxes are 

to be returned on Sunday, March 14, the same 

day the OGHS donations will be collected from 

the congregation during worship.  

Confirmation Class         

Participates in             

Lenten Readings  

The confirmation class will be contrib-

uting to the Lenten season at St. 

Johnôs.  The    students will be sharing 

with the congregation on the Sunday 

mornings of Lent the significance of 

extinguishing a candle on the Lenten 

wreath to  remind us of the  approach-

ing darkness of Good Fridayôs betrayal 

and death, and the joyful salvation of 

Easter.  Thank you to the students for 

sharing, and it is hoped that everyone 

will find this portion of the worship   

service meaningful.   

The students of the 2010 Confirmation 

Class are:  Jacob Bupp, Kaitlyn     

Hoffman, Tommy Hoover, Samantha 

Krintzline, Justin Pool, Sydney Saum, 

Patrick Smith, and Logan Tyree. 

Christian Education 

The students in Darla 

Metzõs Sunday School 

class recently learned 

that we are the flock 

and Jesus is our      

Shepherd.  Here they      

created sheep from 

marshmallows and    

pretzel sticks!  

        

 

Zach & Daniel Meghan 

Allison Denver & Josh 

�'�D�Q�L�H�O�·�V���V�K�H�H�S���	���V�K�H�S�K�H�U�G 

During the sharing portion of the class time, Daniel 

said that his basketball team had won their final tour-

nament game with a score of 43 to 30, and that he had 

scored 26 points!  Kidsðlet us know what youôre up to! 


