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A mom was watching her four - year-

old as he stood on the kitchen chair he 

had dragged close to the wall. He 

stared intensely at the painting there: 

one of an old man praying over a small 

loaf of bread. What was so uncommon 

was that the boy stood there for such 

a long time, so the mom finally asked, 

òWhat are you doing, Honey?ó 

òLooking.ó He said the word as if it 

were heavy. Moving closer, she noticed 

tears forming under his long dark 

lashes. òWhat are you thinking?ó  He 

didnõt hesitate with his answer, òHe 

doesnõt have any peanut butter.ó 

Compassion is different for different    

people.  Sometimes I will look over at 

my wife, Faith, and she might be cry-

ing over something she was reading.   

I will then ask, òWhatõs wrong, hon.ó 

And sheõll answer, òA little girl lost her 

kitten down a drainpipe.ó  Iõll smile 

and put my arm around her, while my 

eyes roll out of her field of vision.  

Then, we might catch a movie about a 

father losing his son and Faith will 

look over at me and catch me sniffling 

and trying to hold back the sobs.  

Like the little boy and the painting, or 

Faith and the kitten down the drain, or 

me and a sappy movie, God, too 

weeps over humanity as we succeed 

in killing each other and taking   

resources from each other.  The 

tragedy of being human is caught 

by Godõs eye and causes God to 

shed tears for our misunderstanding 

of human interaction.  Jesus wept at 

his friend Lazarusõ funeral, but it 

was not because his friend had died, 

but because of the unbelief of the 

disciples.  

Another time, Jesus looked at the 

city of Jerusalem where the money-

changers were cheating people in 

the Temple.  The Gospels say that 

Jesus wept that day hoping in his 

heart that the people would turn to 

the God who had sent him.  I know 

people who have cried over losing a 

piece of jewelry or when a favorite 

car is damaged in an accident.  

Could we not weep for real human  

tragedy and connect in our heart 

with anotherõs heart?  Maybe then, 

at that moment, we can connect 

with the God who weeps for us.  

Compassion is in great demand, but 

sometimes short 

supply.  

Peace,               

Gary Proietti  

 

When Gods Cry  

by Rev. Gary Proietti  

July  2010  

Inside this issue:  

Did you know  

St. Johnõs:  

§ is handicapped    

accessible;  

§ is air conditioned;  

§ has a Cry Room for 

parents with small 

children to use    

during services;  

§ has hearing devices       

available;  

§ provides large - print      

bulletins.  

  
S

h
a

d
o

w
s
 a

n
d

 S
u

n
lig

h
t

 

M
c
C

ro
ry

 G
a

rd
e

n
s

 



Page 2 The Messenger  Issue #29  

Kroger® Community Rewards:         

Currently there are 10 families      

enrolled in the Kroger Community 

Rewards   program.  For the last 

quarterõs      participation, we will be 

receiving a check for $132.93 ñ just 

for shopping at Kroger!  There is no 

limit to the   reward that can be 

earned; the more families that enroll 

and shop at Kroger, the higher the 

reward!  If youõve not registered your 

Kroger card to support St. Johnõs, the 

directions are printed on the reverse 

of the calendar.  Thank you!  

FISH:                                              

There is a collection box in the      

sanctuary to receive donations to the 

local food pantry.  This is an on -

going project, supporting our 

neighbors in Seneca County.  

Devotionals:                                     

Two devotionals are available in the 

sanctuary:  The Upper Room and  

These Days .   

Altar Flowers:                                    

Just a reminder that while flowers at 

the altar for worship services may be 

live arrangements, we also have     

available beautiful silk flower          

arrangements, made by Donna     

Randall, that can be used and a     

donation in any amount made to the 

giverõs choice.  Regardless of the 

method chosen, a notation can be 

made in the bulletin listing who   

provided the flowers, and if it is to 

celebrate an occasion or to honor (or 

in memory of) a loved one.   There 

are many Sundays still open for the 

remainder of this year.  

Recycling:                                           

St. Johnõs provides a recycling          

receptacle in the kitchen.  Please feel 

free to use it for your rinsed - out 

items used at church.  

Sewing Day:                                       

The sewing ladies construct quilts 

that are given to the Salvation Army.  

They could use financial donations to     

purchase the sheets used for the 

backs.  They meet the last Wednesday 

of the month.  

Tanner Mission in Romania:                              

On the same tables as the devotionals 

are canisters for continuing support 

of the Tanner Mission.  Our           

contributions are forwarded for their 

use in caring for the children and 

young adults with disabilities, in a 

home environment rather than an 

institutional setting.  

Fellowship Hour:                               

After the worship service on the first 

Sunday of each 

month, there is 

a     Fellowship 

Hour, where    

coffee, punch, 

and cookies 

are served.  

The committee is always  appreciative 

of cookie donations.   
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Thank You . . .  

To those who have provided Special Music for 

the summer worship schedule, and to those 

who have led a Childrenõs Church Club session.  

Additional volunteers are needed to keep these 

going the remainder of the summer.  Please 

contact the office if you can contribute to the 

Sunday services.           

Take Me Out To The Ballgameé 

Looking for some summer fun?  St. Johnõs has been invited to join a church softball league 

for all ages!  These Just - For- Fun co - ed teams will be playing their games Friday evenings at 

the field across from the YMCA.  Please see Coach Krintzline to sign up.  Fans are needed, 

too!  Game dates:  June 25, July 9, 16, 23, 30, August 6, 13.  Come on out and cheer for the home team!  

Congratuations to   Dave & Juanita Martien  on 

the birth of their fourth great - grandchild!  A 

son, Rowen Davis Martien, 7 pounds, 8 ounces, 

was born to Shawn & Allison Martien; grand -  

parents are Mike & Deb Martien, all of Findlay.  

Congratulations to   Carl Curran, 

who graduated on June 11, 2010 

from St. Andrew's Episcopal School 

in Potomac, Maryland.   The 

graduation services were held at 

the National Cathedral in Washing-

ton, D.C.  Guests attending the 

ceremony from St. Johnõs were 

Leona and Amy Einsel , aunt and 

cousin of Carl respectively.   Also 

attending were John and Paul    

Kiesel and Scott & Stacey Kiesel .  Carl is the son of Nancy 

Kiesel and Michael Curran and the grandson of Armin     

Kiesel .  Carl plans to attend Carnegie - Mellon University in 

the fall.    Best wishes to you, Carl!  
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July Lectionary        

Readings  

July 4  2 Kings 5:1 - 14  

  Psalms 30 or Isaiah 66:10 - 14  

  Psalms 66:1 - 9 

  Galatians 6:1 - 16  

  Luke 10:1 - 11, 16 - 20  

 

July 11    Amos 7:7 - 17  

  Psalms 82 or Deuteronomy 30:9 - 14  

  Psalms 25:1 - 10  

  Colossians 1:1 - 14  

  Luke 10:25 - 37  

 

July 18   Amos 8:1 - 12  

  Psalms 52 or Genesis 18:1 - 10a  

  Psalms 15  

  Colossians 1:15 - 28  

  Luke 10:38 - 42  

 

July 25   Hosea 1:2 - 10  

  Psalms 85 or Genesis 18:20 - 32  

  Psalms 138  

  Colossians 2:6 - 19  

  Luke 11:1 - 13  

 

Prayer Concerns  

 òPray for one anotheréó 

James 5:6  

Gene Carper, father of Jeff (Brenda) Carper , 

passed away May 22, 2010.  Our condo-

lences to the Carper family.  

Midday Fellowship:       

Members of St. Johnõs attended the June 

Midday Fellowship event in Clyde ñwere you 

one of them?  If not, you missed out on 

lunch, and a tour of the Clyde Historical  

Museum.  Why not join them on July 14 

when they have lunch and a tour of the Old 

Garden House in Fremont.  The cost of the 

meal and tour is $11.   Please see or call  

Betty  Deason  (419 - 447 - 4482) for more    

information.   

Mark your calendar for these upcoming day 

trips ñ   the remaining dates and events are:  

August 11 ñ Winebrenner Theological Seminary, 

Findlay  

September 8 ñ Tiffin Glass Museum, Tiffin  

October 13 ñ Lunch at Fort Findlay, Findlay  

November 10 ñ Seneca County Museum, Tiffin  

December 8 ñ To Be Announced  

 

Everyone is welcome to attend                          

any of these activities!   

C.A. òLeftyó Dolch, 82, passed away on May 

30, 2010.  Formerly a member of St. Johnõs, 

he had been residing in Florida. His cousin 

is Madolyn Key.  Our sympathy goes out to 

his family.  

 Fear not, for I am with you;                                   

be not dismayed, for I am your God;                         

I will strengthen you, I will help you,                                    

I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.  

 

    -- Isaiah 41:10  
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Council President Gary Schiefer opened the meeting.  

Sandie Myers had devotions.  

Minutes of the May meeting were read.  A motion was 

made by Sandie Myers and 2nd by Jerry Bupp to accept 

the minutes.  Motion passed.  

Financial Secretaryõs report by Herb Scherer:  The   to-

tal receipts for the five Sundays of May were 

$11,889.13.  Income from the initial offering enve-

lopes of $142.00 does not cover the cost of the enve-

lopes for 2010.    Memorial money for the year totaled 

$2,455.00.  

Treasurerõs Report by Pat Shatzer:  The treasurerõs 

monthly report now shows a separation of useable     

income and money that comes in and goes out.  A    

motion was made by Don Krintzline and 2nd by Dave 

Martien to accept the financial secretaryõs and treas-

urerõs reports.  Motion passed. 

A bill in the amount of $282.91 for the 2010 enve-

lopes was presented.  Herb Scherer made a motion and 

Heather Greene 2nd to pay the bill.  Motion passed.  

Rev. Proiettiõs report:  5/5 Sandusky Valley Regional   

Coordinating Team at St. Johnõs; 5/10 Trudy Koernerõs 

funeral; 5/12 Ned Hawk funeral; 5/16    Sandusky Val-

ley Regional Coordinating Team at St. Johnõs; 5/17 

Ashton Black funeral; 5/19 Ruth Circle on Shifrah and 

Puah; 5/21 School of Opportunity graduation; 5/23 

youth outing to Fort Ball Pizza; 5/30 organists meet-

ing.  Future events:  6/9 Midday Fellowship; 6/11 Ohio 

Conference Annual Gathering at Heidelberg; 6/16 Ruth 

Circle; 6/20 Fatherõs Day; 6/26 53rd Anniversary of 

the UCC; 7/5 to 10 VBS at Ebenezer; 7/11 youth spa-

ghetti dinner; 7/14 Fairhaven Estate planning 

(tentative).  The NWOA all church event of 6 - 5 was 

cancelled and will be rescheduled.  

Property Committee:  Work on the parsonage has be-

gun and 2 windows have been replaced.  A new hinge 

on the door of the menõs restroom, trimming, and 

weeding will be done by the property committee as 

time permits.  

Capital Campaign Committee has narrowed down the 

list to 5 items for consideration.  

The 175th Anniversary Committee has set the date of 

October 3rd for the celebration.  

The Christian Education Committee reminds everyone 

of the VBS in July.  Help is still needed.  

The Ruth Circle worked at the sharing kitchen June 

3rd.  53 persons were served.  

Old Business:  Parking forms are now available to be 

placed on illegally parked cars in the church lot.  

Heck plumbing to replace the pressure gage before the 

heating season.  

New Business:  Thank you letters have been received 

for our support of the Haiti Earthquake Relief Fund, 

Crossroad, and CUE.  

Pat Shatzer would like to go back to Linda Ritzler to 

make software changes on her computer program.  

Sandie Myers made a motion and Jon Eakin 2nd for her 

to go ahead.  Motion passed.  

Doris Elaine McFerren would like the money in the     

Chinell beverage reserve fund moved out and placed in 

the digital projector fund.  Herb Scherer made a mo-

tion and Sue Bleyle 2nd to make the change.  Motion 

passed.  

The family of Ned Hawk would like the memorials to 

be used for something visible in the church.  New 

lighting in the sanctuary is a possibility.  A committee 

of Don Krintzline, Jon Eakin, Jo Anne Schiefer, and Sue 

Bleyle will get ideas and costs.  

Jon Eakin suggested due to the recent tornadoes a free 

will offering for the next two weeks should be taken 

and given to the American Red Cross disaster relief 

fund.  Don Krintzline 2nd the motion.  Motion passed.  

The Search Committee is still searching.  

The council went into executive session and approved 

a 3 month extension of Rev. Proiettiõs contract.  Dave  

Martien made a motion and Jon Eakin 2nd to extend 

the contract.  Motion passed.  

Sue Bleyle will have the devotions at the July 12th 

meeting.  

Respectfully submitted,  Eileen Scherer, Council Secretary  

St. Johnõs UCC  Unofficial Council Minutes of June 7, 2010 
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CHURCH  HUMOR 

A friend of mine used to teach Sunday School, and her 

favorite hymn to sing in class was, òOh, the Conse-

crated Cross I Bear.ó  One Sunday, a concerned mother 

questioned my friend about a song her child said sheõd 

learned in class.  Her daughter had been singing, òOh, 

the constipated, cross - eyed bear!ó 

Settling an Argument  

A couple on vacation was driving their RV through Wis-

consin.  As they approached the town of Oconomowoc, 

they began arguing about the pronunciation of the 

townõs name.  They argued back and forth as they 

drove into town, and continued to bicker as they 

stopped for lunch.  As they stood at the counter, the 

husband asked the cashier, òBefore we order, could you 

please settle an argument for us?  Would you please 

pronounce where we are, very slowly?ó  The girl leaned 

over the counter and said, òBurrrrr- gerrrrr Kiiiing.ó 

Ohio Conference of the United Church of Christ Annual Gathering for 2010  

The first Sunday after a young couple had purchased a 

new car, they parked in the back row of the church lot, 

not wanting to be ostentatious.  While walking with 

friends after the service, the husband accidently hit the 

panic button on the electronic key fob.  Immediately 

the carõs horn blared and lights flashed.  Watching him 

fumble with the button, his friend teased, òWouldnõt it 

have been in better taste to just put a few lines in the 

church bulletin?ó  

by Darla Metz  

 As a member of St. Johnõs UCC, I 

was very proud and honored to attend 

the 2010 Ohio Conference Annual Gath-

ering at Heidelberg University June 11 th  

and 12 th .  The conference topic was  

Connecting Vital Ministry Networks.  On 

Friday, Rev. Proietti and I attended the 

Introduction to Ohio Conference work-

shop led by Rev. Bob  Molsberry, Confer-

ence Minister, as well as Association Min-

isters throughout Ohio.  Each Association 

Minister gave a summary of the churches 

within their Association, as well as     

missions they are involved in.  Friday 

evening many workshops were offered.  

The particular workshop I attended was 

What Matters in the UCC  led by Rev. 

Geoffrey Black, General Minister and 

President of the UCC.   Rev. Black covered 

current topics of interest and updated all 

in attendance what the National UCC  

office has been focusing on, and he is 

personally doing Listening Tours as he 

travels throughout Ohio.  This gives him 

an opportunity to listen to joys and   

concerns of UCC members throughout 

the state.  

 Saturday morning consisted of 

the Plenary Session attending to the 

budget for 2011, committee reports, and 

UCC Constitution revisions and vote.  A 

wonderful worship service was held on 

Saturday prior to lunch.  It was such a joy 

to have so many people worshiping     

together.  The remainder of Saturday 

consisted of further workshop opportuni-

ties for those wishing to take advantage 

of them.  I personally attended the  

workshop presented by Dr. Marian Plant, 

Faith Formations in Vital Congregations , 

in which Dr. Plant discussed Christian 

Education not simply as education 

through the typical schooling format but 

in terms of a faith formation or faith  

exploration  for adults.  She has written a 

book with the same title and begins her 

book with òJesus welcomed the children 

and taught the adults and somewhere 

throughout history we got it backwards.ó   

Something to think about!  

 Thank you for the privilege of  

representing St. Johnõs at this annual           

gathering.  It was such a wonderful           

experience and learning opportunity!  

~Darla  
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KIDSõ  KORNER 
 

Vacation Bible School  

July 5ñ9 

8:45 AM to Noon  

Ebenezer United Methodist Church  

Michele Sayre , VBS Director for St. Johnõs, wants to 

know, IS EVERYBODY READY???  VBS is just around the 

corner, and is a great way to see old friends, make 

new friends, and learn about Godõs world.  This yearõs 

theme is Baobab Blast!   There is a need for adult and 

teen - aged volunteers (students sixth grade and 

older) to provide assistance as group leaders, help 

with games and crafts, provide snacks, etc.  Please 

speak with Michele to register (419 - 448 - 8571) or the 

office.  The children are encouraged to bring a friend!  

 

Celebrating Pentecost  ~  Sunday, May 23, 2010  

Fireman Will Nutter                                Fireman Alex Bupp                                      Fireman Lucas Nutte r 

Pentecost Banner Bearers :   

The older youth marched 

through the sanctuary to help 

stir the embers of Pentecost.  

 

Seen here are Patrick Smith, 

Samantha Krintzline, Sydney 

Saum, and Logan Tyree.  

 

WOO- WEE!!  Itõs Off To A Great Start!    Thank you to the June lead-

ers of the Childrenõs Church Club:  6/6ñJenny & Jerry Bupp; 6/13 ñ  

Brian, Mona & Kaitlyn Hoffman; and 6/27 ñJenny & Jerry Bupp;  also 

to the children for attending!   Examples of their crafts and activities 

are on display on a table in the sanctuary.  


