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 Deep within us there is a holy 

place - a sanctuary to which we        

occasionally return to restore ourselves 

from the wear and tear of ordinary liv-

ing.  Sigmund Freud called our inner 

sanctum the unconscious wherein lies 

the id which is where our deepest 

thoughts, fears, and desires lie.  But to 

the devout there is a deeper place than 

the id.  It is a place of Light that       

illumines the face of God and makes us 

aware that a divine presence is always 

with us.   

 Some enter this place often and 

so much so that they have attained a 

state of consciousness that is melded  

together with that Presence. In that 

special place they can walk and live in 

the Spirit all of the time, even through 

the most difficult fire. They are always 

at peace with the world even when the 

fiercest of demons are let loose on 

them.  

 For the rest of us, we may visit 

this place only when we are in the 

deepest turmoil ï during times of     

abject grief, sickness, and despair.  We 

find that the Presence is  always there 

waiting patiently for our occasional 

reunion, hoping we would call on him 

more often.  During the in-between 

times, that Presence in us slumbers   

until he is awakened by our faint cries 

for aid.  And every time, regardless of 

our infrequency of visits, he is    

faithful to offer us the peace that 

passes understanding. 

 As this New Year embarks 

into unknown waters, we tremble at 

the escalation of international      

conflict.  The economy is still shaky, 

as is the moral climate of our land.  It 

is my suspicion that people of faith 

will frequent that inner place more 

often looking for meaning and    

comfort.  Those who have lost their 

faith will be compelled to find it.  It 

will be ñgood businessò for churches 

and temples as the heat of conflict 

builds in the world.  Letôs not wait 

until the thick of battle overwhelms 

us before we re-explore the dusty 

caverns of our inner spirit.  The door 

to that eternal place is always open 

and is only a prayer away. 

Peace, 

Gary Proietti 

 

 

INNER SANCTUM REVISITED 
 

Rev. Gary L. Proietti  

February 2010  

Inside this issue: 

Did you know  

St. Johnõs:  

§ is handicapped   

accessible; 

§ is air conditioned; 

§ has a Cry Room for 

parents with small 

children to use    

during services; 

§ has hearing        

devices available;  

§ provides large-print 

bulletins. 



St. Johnôs U.C.C.   Mission Statement                

adopted by Council 3/09 

Follow Our God  ð    Develop spiritual  guidance  

through  worship; 

Live Godôs Word  ð    Practice faith by being loving, caring, sharing 

Christians using time and talents for the church; 

Care for Godôs Children  ð    Education programs for all ages;      

Outreach to community and world;   Always mindful of church growth  
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To contribute to the Newsletter:   

Please submit information to the church office or via 

email at:  st.johns1952@att.net.  The next deadline is  

February 18, 2010.   Please let us know what you want to 

see in the newsletter:  people who should be  recognized, 

events taking place, etc.  Your input is needed so that 

no one is missed .   

Information and ideas are appreciated ð                       

thank you for your support!  

      ODDS  AND  ENDS  
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Website:  Have you seen the newest feature on the 

churchôs website?  We thank Webmaster Tim Metz for 

the updated the look.  There has been added a button to 

click for a Bible Verse of the Day!  So far, the site has 

had over 1,950 visits!  Check out the new look at:  

www.tiffinstjohns.com. 

Midday Fellowship will resume their monthly meetings on 

Wednesday, February 10.  Lunch will be at GWôs Fine 

Food & Spirits, downtown Tiffin, and afterwards the 

group will meet in the Fellowship Hall to plan the yearôs 

activities.  All are welcome to join them on their           

excursions! Please contact Madolyn Key to suggest        

a destination or activity. 

Ruth Circle will be meeting on Wednesday, February 17 

to resume their Bible studies.  They meet at 1:00 PM on 

the third Wednesday of the month in the Fellowship Hall, 

and would be pleased to have new members.  Please 

see Eileen Scherer or any member of this group if you 

have questions. 

Volunteer Service Group at Fairhaven meets the third 

Monday of each month at 10:30 AM.  This group works 

together in service for the residents of Fairhaven       

Community.  Janet Nickel would be happy to answer 

your questions regarding joining the VSG. 

A Summer Camp Schedule is enclosed; see article on 

page 6. 

One Great Hour of Sharing offering envelopes and a 

flyer are enclosed.   For additional information about 

OGHS, please visit their website:  www.ucc.org/oghs or 

contact their office at 1-866-822-8224, extension 3215. 

Donations to the Haiti Relief effort can be sent through 

the church, and the Association will see that these mon-

ies are distributed; please go to www.ucc.org/disaster or 

www.globalministries.org for more information. 

 

Congratulations to:  

Justin Pool  for earning his Polar Bear 

Badge for a weekend camping trip in 

the January snow with his Boy Scout 

Troop! He had to build his own    

shelter using a tarp, and 

cook his food over a fire.  He also 

qualified for knife and fire making 

badges, as well.  

Congratulations to:   Breana Peer and   
Michael Work  have both earned Deanõs 
List honors at their respective colleges!   

Proud Grandma Amy Turner  announced 

that her grandson Dennis was crowned the 

2010 Homecoming Prince for the School of 

Opportunity!  Congratulations, Dennis!  

Anne Goetz would like to share the 

following address update:  
 

Burton & Meredith Goetz  

215 Huber Village Blvd., Apt. A112  

Westerville, OH  43081  

Phone:  614-891-8332  

 The Ruth Circle  has  for  sale  one-cup bags of 

 walnuts, donated by Otto Kiesel.  The walnuts 

 may be purchased for $1.00 per bag from Eileen 

 Scherer.  Thank you, Otto! 
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February Lectionary 

Readings   

 

February 7     Isaiah 6:1 -8, (9 -13) 

     Psalms 138  

     1 Corinthians 15:1 -11  

     Luke 5:1 -11  

February 14     Exodus 34:29 -35 

     Psalms 99  

     2 Corinthians 3:12 -4:2  

     Luke 9:28 -36 (37 -43)  

February 17     Joel 2:1 -2, 12 -17 or  

Ash Wednesday     Isaiah 58:1 -12 

     Psalms 51:1 -17  

     2 Corinthians 5:20b -6:10  

     Matthew 6:16, 16 -21    

February 21     Deuteronomy 26:1 -11  

     Psalms 91:1 -2, 9 -16  

     Romans 10:8b -13 

     Luke 4:1 -13  

February 28     Genesis 15:1 -12, 17 -18 

     Psalms 27  

     Philippians 3:17 -4:1  

     Luke 13:31 -35  

Confirmation Class  

Beginning January 17, 2010,      

Rev. Proietti will be leading the 

Middle School/Junior High School students 

through confirmation classes.  They will be meeting 

at 9:15 Sunday mornings in the Fellowship Hall for 

the Sunday School Opening and then be dismissed 

to class.  These classes will conclude at Easter 

time, with the confirmation ceremony planned for 

Palm Sunday.  To date, there are seven students 

sharing in this learning experience!  

Community Lenten Services 

The Seneca County Ministerial Association is sponsor-

ing the Community Lenten Services on Fridays, begin-

ning February 26.  Each service will begin at 12:00 

noon and conclude at 1:00 PM.  Worship and a light 

lunch will be held at the following locations:  

February 26 Ebenezer United Methodist Church 

March 5  Tiffin Mercy Hospital 

March 12 St. Paulôs United Methodist Church 

March 19 Heidelberg University/Aramark Room 

  of Hoernemann Dining Hall 

March 26 Sisters of St. Francis 

April 2  Good FridayðFirst Presbyterian Church 

  (no lunch) 

Northwest Ohio Association  -   Lay School of Religion:  Theology  

The next session of the NWOA Lay School will begin on Tuesday, February 16, 2010 at 7:00 PM at the  

Association Office,  416 Wentz Street, Tiffin.   Tuition is $50, and there will be a book fee of approximately 

$20.  The eight-week course will conclude in May.  Rev. Eilain Bast, pastor of First UCC in Fremont will be 

teaching this course on Theology.  Please contact the office for additional information.  

Thank you, Rev. Proietti, for 

being our Intentional      

Interim Minister ñ and 

Happy Second Anniversary 

with St. Johnõs United 

Church of Christ! 
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St. Johnôs UCC         COUNCIL MEETING          Unofficial Minutes           January 4, 2010 

Meeting called to order by President Mary Powell.  Devotions given by Eileen Scherer ñFlesh Among Usò.  

Minutes from the December 7th meeting were read. Gary Schiefer moved to accept the minutes, 2nd by   
Eileen Scherer. Motion passed. Minutes from the December 13th Congregational Meeting were read.  Pat 
Shatzer moved to accept the minutes as read, 2nd by Don Krintzline Jr. Motion carried. 

Financial Secretary Report by Herb Scherer:  December receipts were $34,850.16.  A few things were up, 
loose change offering, and OCWM etc. Building fund up because of the anonymous gift.  

Treasurerôs Report by Pat Shatzer:  We exceeded our OCWM budget.  We are over budget on a lot of 
things. $250.00 was taken out of the $20,000.00 gift to balance the end of the year. We ended up $2.00 to 
the good. Gary Schiefer reported that our gas usage for 2009 was down from 2008. Don Jr. felt it is due to 
the insulation. The dividends were reconciled, together they ended up just over $500.00 increase. No bills. 

Jon Eakin moved to accept the Financial Secretary and Treasurers Reports, 2nd by Gary Schiefer.  Motion 
carried. 

We received thank yous from Eden Seminary and Diana Hoover. 

Ministerôs Report By Mary Powell:  Attended the Congregational meeting, and ministersô lunch at Fair-
haven. Was speaker for Masonic Lodge, and presided over Christmas Eve Service, and Donna Bradleyôs 
Funeral. Was on vacation 12/21 and 12/26. 

Property Committee by Don Krintzline Jr.:  Will be working on the womenôs bathroom door. 

Ruth Circle by Eileen Scherer:  Helped at the sharing kitchen and gave donation to the Salvation Army. 

Old Business:  Mary Powell will continue to take care of the FISH donations.  Pat Shatzer spoke with Chris 
Dunn about the plowing.  He will continue to plow us, unless we call him. 

New Business: 

Election of Officers-  President-? Will be decided next meeting 

                                   Vice President-Gary Schiefer 

                                   Secretary-Eileen Scherer 

January 24th will be the Annual meeting and potluck. Pat will take care of the meat. 

The laptop in the office is dying. Pat will work with Diana on purchasing a desktop computer. 

Herb Scherer showed an old book about our Church. The book belongs to Dwight and Karon Moyer.  Our 
Church will be 175 years old.  We need to have some kind of a celebration. 

Gary Schiefer will do the February meeting.  A president will be elected. 

Herb Scherer will do devotions at the February meeting. 

Meeting Adjourned 

Respectively submitted 

Sandie Myers 

Secretary 
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CHURCH HUMOR  

A son, Aiden Christopher, was 

born on Wednesday, January 

6, 2010 to Brenda & Mark  Dis-

tel of Tiffin.  Aiden weighed 6 

pounds, 9 ounces, and measured 20 inches 

long.  Proud grandparents are Dwight & 

Karon Moyer , and Susie Moyer, all of Tiffin.                           

      Welcome, Aiden!  

What a Wonderful Day  

 

One morning a woman said to her husband, òI bet 
you donõt know what day this is.ó 
 

òOf course I do,ó he quickly answered, then ran off to 
work.  
 

At 10 AM the doorbell rang and when the woman 
opened the door, she was handed a box containing a 
dozen long-stemmed roses.  At 1 PM, a foil-wrapped 
two -pound box of her favorite chocolates arrived.  
Later, a boutique delivered a designer dress.  The 
woman couldnõt wait for her husband to come home.   
òFirst the flowers, then the chocolates, and then the 
dress!ó  she exclaimed when he arrived.  òThis is the 
best Groundhog Day ever!ó 

Volunteer Service Group at Fairhaven  

Janet Nickel  reports she joined 22 volunteers 

and three Fairhaven employees for the meeting 

on Monday, January 18. 

Officers for 2010 are:  PresidentðBernice Durer 

of Tiffin Trinity, Vice -PresidentðDoris Shell-

house of Sycamore UCC, SecretaryðCarol Beck 

of Bucyrus St. Johnôs, and TreasurerðMary 

Louise Diebler of Bucyrus St. Johnôs. 

Ann Gibson is now the Fairhaven Activity Direc-

tor. 

Chaplain Mary Curtis announced there will be a 

Memorial Service for deceased residents in the 

last 15 months on February 7. 

Dues of $5 per person are now being collected.   

Following a potluck dinner, the volunteers     

entertained the residents with Bingo and their 

favorite pies. 

Samantha Lynn Yarger was born 

Tuesday, January 19, 2010 at 

4:14 p.m. to Michelle & Kevin 

Yarger.  She weighed 7 pounds, 

9 ounces and was 21 inches  long.  Proud 

grandparents are Jeff & Joyce Work .  Great 

grandparents are Russ & Janet Work .  The 

new family lives in Gibsonville, NC.            

  Welcome, Samantha!  

Ushering:    

While serving as church usher, I was carrying out 
our tradition of escorting parishioners to their seats 
before the service began. After I returned to the  
entrance of the sanctuary to escort the next party, I 
greeted two strangers and asked where they would 
like to sit. Looking confused, the young man smiled 
and said, "Nonsmoking, please."  

Adam bit the apple and, feeling great shame,      

covered himself with a fig leaf. Eve, too, felt shame 

and covered herself with a fig leaf. Then she went 

behind the bush to try on a maple leaf, a sycamore, 

and an oak.  
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KIDSõ KORNER!!! 
ITõS CAMP TIME!!               
I know, I know, maybe with snow 

on the ground it seems a little 

early to begin thinking about  

Summer Camp, but nowõs the time to get it on your 

schoolõs out schedule!  Donõt let the cost  deter   

you ñ remember, the church will assist you with 

this.    Summer  Camp is a childhood experience not 

to be missed!  So grab a friend and sign -up; there 

are camps for all interests (sports, singing, etc.).   

The Division for Outdoor Ministries can be reached 

at 1-800 -282 -0740 or at www.ocucc.org.  

Winterbreak All -Nighter 2010  

Four of our youth attended the Winterbreak All

-Nighter 2010 at the Celina YMCA, sponsored 

by the Northwest Ohio Association of the 

United Church of Christ.  The evening   began 

at  7:00 when Rev. Proietti and the youth left 

St. Johnôs.  An evening filled with volleyball, 

walleyball, basketball, swimming, racquetball, 

foosball, pool, ping-pong, get    acquainted 

games, food, worship time with Heidelberg 

University students, and music provided by a 

contemporary Christian band kept the kids 

busy from 10 PM until 6 AM.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rev. Proietti with Patrick Smith, Justin Pool, 

Logan Tyree, and Tommy Hoover. 

Additional photos from the Over-Nighter,  

courtesy of Rev. Proietti: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

When asked if they would  attend an event like  

this again, the boys responded, �³�<�(�6�������´ 

When asked if he would chaperone again, 

Rev. Proietti responded that he needed a 

number of months to recover, but he would 

definitely do it again.  ñOur youth are vital to 

the churchôs mission.  Without our youth, we 

have no future.ò 

Thank you, Rev. Proietti, for taking the        

kids on the overnighter! 

Tommy, Patrick, & Logan 

Patrick & a new friend 

Rev. Paul Stark Rev. Dan Busch 

Justin 

Justin & Patrick 


