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'Did you kno

St J

St. Johnds ‘There is a story of a young Naval Academy graduate, who after com-

§ is handicapped accessible; Pleting his first overseas cruise, was given an opportunity to display his talents
at getting his ship underway and out of port. The young officer's efficiency es-

§ has a Cry Room for parents tablished a new record for getting a naval ship underway. He was stunned,
with small children to use  however, when a sailor approached him with a message from their captain.
during services; "My personal congratulations upon completing your underway preparations
exercise according to the book, and with amazing speed. In your haste how-

§ has hearing devices avail- ever, you have overlooked one of the fundamental rules - make sure the

able; captain is on board before you |l eave. o0
§ provides largprint Over the years my wife and | have developed a foolproof system for
buletins. gathering presents, decorating the house, and preparing for holiday guests.

We have learned what catalogs will supply holiday gifts and what stores will
carry the necessary items that are designed to bring Christmas joy. Trouble is

we havenoét | earned to make sure the Cap
ized hubbub.
Pastorsé families are as guilty as &

Christmas. After all, we are supposed to be at the forefront of creating an
atmosphere of the Christmas Spirit. Yet, too often our zealousness sets the

Inside this issue: mood for anxiety and short tempers that only succeed in ruining the Yuletide

Odds & Ends 2 joy that this season is supposed to be about.

Lectionary Readlngs 3 Here are some tips on making Christmas a meaningful and joyful time

Council Minutes 4 of the year.

Church Humor 5 Set reasonable expectations. Pl an for family and fr

overboard. Bake and decorate to your liking, not for the approval of
Kidés Korne 6 someone else. Do things that you enjoy doing and avoid odious tasks
that sap the joy from your holiday.

Thank Youébs 7 Realize that everyone celebrates Christmas differently . Respect the
Hanaing of the Greens g traditions of other families and when you are at their houses, do as the
99 Romans do. Donét force your tradit:i

criticize their unique way of celebrating.
Insert: Calendar , Addresses,

o Dondét be rigid about Bepreparedtdallowdar mas r i
Poinsettia Order Form, UCC

change and new ways to celebrate. Your children may have new trad-
Christmas Fund envelope tions that may clash with your idea of a meaningful holiday. Learn to
embrace the new. It will keep you young. (cont. on pg.2)
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ODDS AND ENDS

The 2010 Offering Envelopes
will be available to pick up

at the back of the sanctuary.
As in the recent past, they
are mailable; your financial support of St.

BITS AND PIECES

Page 2

Messiah at Heidelberg University

The choirs of Heidelberg University, }1!1‘5’

University Orchestra and guest sololg -l

present the Uni v{ yos
tion of Ge or gviessi& |c H e
on Sunday, December 6 at 3:00 PM

Seiberling Gymnasium. Dr. Grant Cook Ill

and Dr. Barbara Specht will conduct. This special holiday

Johnés is important |awend aBgd@berg aditiant f@ ehorel tfan oehundrec
are to continue t o g|yearsvisfregand opegtot®peblE.s wor
locally and globally. Thank you.
It seems early é. After?Oyears as St. Joh
Financial Secretary, Art Page
but it is time to think about Committee is retiring at the end of 2009. If
reports for the Annual Meeting booklet. In you are interested in this
order to have the booklets prepared in time, position, please contact Mary
please submit reports to the office by Friday, Powell or Art Page. A job
January 8, 2010. Thank you! description will be available
soon. When you see Art, please
Thank you to those who have been donating thank him for all his years of dedicated service.
food for the FISH Pantry.
St Johnds day at the S
Enclosed please find an envelope to December 28 from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM.
support the final A Willimgeto 1énd a hebpiny kand? gRleasenapntact
campaign of the year. Funds raised will Eileen Scherer at 4194481195.
go to assist retired clergy. Please bring
your envelope to ch.urch and leave it in . .  Poinsettias A
the offering plate]|o qa il it to: St. Johnods
U.C.C., P.O. Box 615, Tiffin, OH 44883. AN St . Johnos is taking ord
A4 red or white poinsettias to deco-
Dave Powell will be participating in the rate the sanctuary for the Christmas
16th Annual Tuba Christmas at the Ritz Eve service.  Please return the
Theatre on December 13 at 6 PM. A enclosed order form and payment to Pat
h q ; q Shatzer by December 20, 2009. The
notes that admission is free, and invites olants may be removed after the
everyone to this holiday event! Christmas Eve service. Thank you.

(Cruisind Through t hoent Hamlpagd By s ,

Keep in mind what is important Donét | et the hubbub of the peas
crowded shopping centers and overfilled parking lots. Do some shopping through catalogs and the
internet. Remember family and friends are what 6-s
take time to ponder the greatest gift of all i Jesus Christ who was born to save the world.

As we prepare to Ashove offo for this next ghris

the Captain in our holiday plans, but may we salute
Ay e, Ayeé | me an, Amen!

May each one of you have a blessed Christmas and joyous New Year, Pastor Gary Proietti

him continually with our praise and adoration.
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St . Johnds sends
sympathy to the family and friends

of Joan Zahn, who passed away on
October 30, 2009
service, conducted by Rev.
Proietti, was held at Engle -Shook
Funeral Home. She will be missed.

St . Johnds also | ends
Leona Einsel 6s family
Regina Courtney, 83, on October 30, 2009.

0

Congregational MeetindgFollowing worship on Surd
December 13, there will be a Congregational Mg
the sanctuary to approve the 2010 budget ang

members. Your support is needed. Thank you.

Fairhaven Community
Restaurant of Upper
Invite you to their 3rd Annual Holiday
Gala Brunch and Buffet on Sunday,
December 6 from 11 AM to 2 PM. Tickets
are $12.50 pre -sale or at the door. Net
proceeds will benefit Fairhaven Commu-
Therapy and
Program. For more infor-
mation about this fund-
raiser, please contact Becky
Blocksom at 419 -294-4973.

nityaos Fas

Rev. David Culp is seen here with his wife Karen,

Dan Busch, and me mber s

part-time pastor.

The Messenger

Readings
. Joands f uner al

ing in
uncil
Dec. 13
Woodyds
andusky Phlippians 4:4 -7
Luke 3:7 -18
Dec. 20 Micah 5:2 -5a

REV.
Fostoria on October 18 at his installation ceremony
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PPt ds prayers

December Lectionary

and

t o
er

6s support and prayers
tDe@ 6 p as Malacli 3:d 4 her si st

Luke 1:68 -79
Philippians 1:3 -11
Luke 3:1 -6
Zephaniah 3:14 -20

Isaiah 12:2 -6

Luke 1:46b -55 or

R IZS}?I?% 80:1 -7

Hebrews 10:5 -10

Track

Luke 1:39 -45 (46 -55)
Dec. 24 Isaiah 9:2 -7
Psalms 96
Titus 2:11 -14
Luke 2:1 -14 (15 -20)
Dec. 27 1 Samuel 2:18 -20, 26
Psalms 148

Colossians 3:12 -17

Luke 2:41 -52



