
Tiffin, Ohio  Issue #26   

The MessengerThe Messenger 
 St. Johnõs United Church of ChristSt. Johnõs United Church of Christ 

Odds & Ends  2 

Lectionary  Readings , 

Reports     

3 

Council Minutes  4 

Church Announce-

ments, Humor 

5 

Kidõs Korner 6 

Thank Youõs 7 

March Highlights 8 

 During the civil wars in feudal  
Japan, an invading army would quickly 
sweep into a town and take control. In 
one particular village, everyone fled just 
before the army arrived - everyone except 
the Zen master. 

 Curious about this old fellow, the 
general went to the temple to see for 
himself what kind of man this master 
was. When he wasn't treated with the 
deference and submissiveness to which 
he was accustomed, the general burst 
into anger. 

 "You fool," he shouted as he 
reached for his sword, "don't you realize 
you are standing before a man who could 
run you through without blinking an eye!" 

 But despite the threat, the master 
seemed unmoved. "And do you realize," 
the master replied calmly, "that you are 
standing before a man who can be run 
through without blinking an eye?" 

 There are times when we are   
confronted with the enemies of sickness, 
grief and pain.  The cold sword of           
adversity can sting us without so much as 
blinking an eye, and its blow can leave us 
lifeless in one fell swoop.  The heart that 
is unaccustomed to living life in the Spirit 
will eventually succumb to the throes of 
adversity. Hopelessness ensues and life 
becomes meaningless. 

 

 Those who stay close to the 
heart of God have learned the "Zen" of 
the overcoming life.  It's not that we 
haven't experienced our share of      
suffering.  In many cases the truly 
faithful have been exposed to more 
than their share of misery.  But in the 
final analysis, life in the Spirit obtains 
for us the power of the Spirit so that 
we will not so much blink an eye when 
the enemy rushes down to plunder and 
pillage our comfortable lives. 

 II Corinthians 4:8-9 reads, "We 
are troubled on every side, yet not   
distressed; we are perplexed, but not in 
despair; persecuted, but not forsaken; 
ÃÁÓÔ ÄÏ×Îȟ ÂÕÔ ÎÏÔ ÄÅÓÔÒÏÙÅÄȢȢȢȱ 7ÈÉÌÅ 
others flee the village fearing for their 
lives, we can stay put and confront our 
foes without blinking an eye.  Today, 
the tomb is empty. 

Alleluia!  He is risen! 

Pastor Gary Proietti 

 

 

THE ZEN OF NEW LIFE!  
 

Rev. Gary L. Proietti  

April  2010  

Inside this issue: 

Did you know  

St. JohnÙs:  

§ is handicapped      

accessible;  

§ is air conditioned;  

§ has a Cry Room for 

parents with small 

children to use    

during services;  

§ has hearing devices 

available;  

§ provides large - print 

bulletins.  

 



St. Johnôs U.C.C.   Mission Statement                

adopted by Council 3/09 

Follow Our God  ð    Develop spiritual  guidance  

through  worship; 

Live Godôs Word  ð    Practice faith by being loving, caring, sharing 

Christians using time and talents for the church; 

Care for Godôs Children  ð    Education programs for all ages;      

Outreach to community and world;   Always mindful of church growth  
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To contribute to    

the Newsletter:   

We need you!  Please  

submit information to the 

church office or via email 

at:  st.johns1952@att.net.  

The next deadline is  April 

20, 2010.   Please let us 

know what you want to 

see in the newsletter:  

people who should be  

recognized, events tak-

ing place, etc.  Your input 

is needed so that no one is 

missed.   

Information and ideas are 

appreciated ð                       

thank you for your     

support!  
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Easter Morning Breakfast! 

    Sunday, April 4, 2010 

Everyone is invited to this     

annual event!  Serving will be from 8:30 AM to 

10:00 AM.  Pancakes, sausage, cof-

fee, milk are on the menu, and 

there will be a donation basket 

available for this fundraiser. Come 

hungry and join in the fellowship!  Ron Myers  

is looking for men to help cook, serve, or 

clean up; the first shift is 8 - 9 AM, and the 

second shift is 9 - 10 AM.   Please see Ron if 

The 2010 Lenten services will conclude 

with the following services:  
 

Maundy Thursday:   April 1, 

8:00 PM at St. Johnõs 
 

Good Friday:   April 2, noon at 

First Presbyterian  
 

Easter:   April 4, 10:30 AM at 

St. Johnõs 

 

Estate Planning Meeting  

There will be an estate planning meeting on 

Thursday, April 22, 2010, from 11:00 AM to 3:00 

PM at Trinity United Church of Christ.  Becky 

Blocksom of Fairhaven Community will be the 

presenter.  Additional information will be       

provided as it becomes available.  

Capital Campaign Update  

The Capital Campaign committee continues to 
review and obtain cost estimates for the     
immediate needs as determined over the past 
few months.  Our Church Council has         
approved movement on the parking lot sealing 

program and awaits recommen-
dations on the water issues   
being investigated on the back 
side of the church.  During the 
Spring many of these issues will 
be resolved.          -- Ron Myers  

Congratulations to:           

Kathy Pool!   

Kathy has obtained her Masters 

in Nursing and Midwifery in 

January 2010 from the Frontier 

School of Midwifery and Family 

Nursing of Hyden, Kentucky.  

This program took 27 months of 

full time study.  On March 8, 

2010, she obtained her Certified Nurse Midwife 

Certificate, which is a national certification.  She 

is waiting the processing to receive her certifi-

cate to practice, which will be sent to the Ohio 

Board of Nursing.   
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April Lectionary  

Readings   

April 1  Exodus 12:1 -14  

Maundy  Psalms 116:1 -2, 12 -19  

Thursday  1 Corinthians 11:23 -26  

  John 13:1 -17, 31 -35  

 

April 2  Isaiah 52:13 -53:12  

Good  Psalms 22  

Friday   Hebrews 10:16 -25 or  

  Hebrews 4:14 -16; 5:7 -9 

  John 18:1 -19:42  

 

April 4  Acts 10:34 -43 or  

Easter   Isaiah 65:17 -25  

  Psalms 118:1 -2, 14 -24  

  1 Corinthians 15:19 -26 or  

  Acts 10:34 -43  

  John 20:1 -18  or  

  Luke 24:1 -12  

 

April 11  Acts 5:27 -32  

  Psalms 118:14 -29 or  

  Psalms 150  

  Revelations 1:4 -8 

  John 20:19 -31  

 

April 18  Acts 9:1 -20  

  Psalms 30  

  Revelations 5:11 -14  

  John 21:1 -19  

 

April 25  Acts 9:36 -43  

  Psalms 23  

  Revelations 7:9 -17  

  John 10:22 -30  

   

  

Midday Fellowship 

Madolyn Key is pleased to announce that the 
plans for this yearôs Midday Fellowship program 
are nearly completed!  Many adventures await 
the group, with a few to still be confirmed.  
Watch the bulletin announcements, the       
newsletter, or contact Madolyn to hear about 
upcoming activities and luncheons. 

Volunteer Service Group at Fairhaven  

Janet Nickel reports that she and Donna Randell 

attended the Volunteer Service Group meeting at 

Fairhaven on March 15, 2010.  

A bakeless bake sale added $242.00 to the treasury.  

Chaplain Mary Curtis reported 76 residents have 

died in the last 15 months, and a Memorial Service 

was held in February.  Occupancy now stands at 137 

with five holds.  

Activities Director Ann Gibson spoke about the    

Volunteer Recognition Luncheon to be held in the 

auditorium on April 19.  

At 1:00 PM, the residents played Bingo 

and enjoyed pie, which was furnished by 

the Volunteers.   

The April meeting will be April 19 at 10:00 AM         

(a change in time for April only).  

St. Johnõs Sewing Day 

The last Wednesday of each month, Betty 

Sendelbach and  Eileen Scherer meet at 

9:00 AM in the Fellowship Hall for Sewing 

Day.  Last month, Sally Cook 

stopped by to lend a helping 

needle.  
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St. Johnôs UCC Council Minutes (Unapproved) for March 8, 2010 
 

Council President Gary Schiefer called the meeting to order at 7 PM.  Devotions were given by Jerry Bupp.  
Minutes from the February 8th meeting were read and approved. 

 

Financial Secretary Report by Herb Scherer:  The February receipts were $7,914.96. 

 

Treasurerôs Report by Pat Shatzer:  As of the end of February, we are $463.33 in arrears.  The OCWM      
receipts are slightly ahead.  Jerry Bupp made a motion and Mona Hoffman seconded to accept both the     
financial secretary and treasurerôs reports.  Motion passed.  One bill of $149 was presented for the purchase 
of 10 Bibles.  Don Krintzline, Jr. made a motion and Dave Shelton seconded to pay the bill.   Motion passed.  

 

Search Committee:  Don Krintzline, Jr. stated the committee is still reviewing profiles. 

 

Property Committee:  Don Krintzline, Jr. replaced a bulb in the church sign.  He also fixed the exhaust fan in 
the menôs room.  The boiler inspector from the insurance company was here on February 24th.  The tempera-
ture gage should be moved from the inlet pipe to the outlet pipe to abide by the recommendation of the      
inspector.  Two quotes will be obtained.  

 

Old Business:  Clean-up day will be March 27th at 9 AM.  The Confirmation Class will be asked to help.  
Communion will be served on Maundy Thursday, April 1st and Easter, April 4th.  

 

New Business:  The Fellowship Social Hour will be moved up one week due to Easter.  During that time the 
confirmands will be recognized.  The Annual Meeting of the Northwest Ohio Association will meet on April 
24th at the UCC Church in Sylvania.  Mary Powell and Pat Shatzer will be our two voting delegates.  Jerry 
Bupp made a motion and Mona Hoffman seconded to accept Mary and Pat as our representatives to the 
meeting.  Motion passed.  

 

Ministerôs Report:  Rev. Proietti wished to thank the congregation for allowing him to take an educational 
leave to visit Israel in February; also met with Dave Martien on February 25th; and Seminary Sunday on   
February 28th; Worship Committee meeting on March 4th; Stewardship and Caring Webinar on March 7th.  
Future events:  afternoon confirmand class on March 14; NWOA cabinet meeting on March 20th; Yom 
Hashoah Emmanuel Jacob Temple, Mansfield, on March 21st; speaker at Masonic Lodge on March 24th.    

 

New Business:  The parking lot is to be resealed, striped, and adding two additional handicap parking spots.  
Cost will be $585.00.  Karon Moyer has resigned from Council.  Pat Shatzer made a motion and Dave Shel-
ton seconded that we accept her resignation with regret.  Motion passed.  Pat Shatzer had a $15,000 CD 
come due.  The Finance Committee will meet to decide how to best reinvest the funds.  

 

Capital Campaign Committee:  The outside back wall of the church needs to be excavated and re-sealed to 
prevent further water damage.  A quote needs to be obtained for vinyl siding on the parsonage.  The metal 
flashing on the church roof needs painting.  Pat Shatzer made a motion and Don Krintzline seconded to      
obtain quotes.  Motion passed.  Don Krintzline, Jr. said the lights need to be replaced in the cry room.  He will 
use the track lighting left over from previous projects.  

 

Thanks to the Fellowship Committee of Twila Bacon, Jan Shelton, Sharon Wilbert, and Greta Kingseed for 
putting on the lunch for the Stewardship Meeting on March 7th.  

 

Pat Shatzer will provide devotions for the April 5 meeting.  

 

Respectfully submitted,    Eileen Scherer, Council Secretary 
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CHURCH  HUMOR  

A postcard to the members of St. Johnôs: 

Hey Everybody! 

Having a wonderful time walking 
where Jesus walked.  We are staying 
right on the Sea of Galilee.  Our tour 
guide is wonderful and very informa-
tive.  Peace to you all.  I miss you 
already.                   Pastor Gary  

Come Along with Midday 

Fellowship & Meet       

Thomas Jefferson!  

HereŚs your chance to meet 

our nationŚs third president!  

On Wednesday, April 7 at 1:00 PM at the 

University of FindlayŚs Student Union, there 

will be a re -enactor portraying President   

Jefferson.  There will be a $5 fee for this  

program, collected at the door.  The group 

will be meeting for lunch at 11:30 AM at the 

Hong Kong Buffet, across the street from the 

University.  Anne Goetz  can be contacted for 

further information.    PLEASE NOTE THIS IS 

A CHANGE FROM THE USUAL SECOND 
WEDNESDAY OF THE MONTH MEETING. 

Sharing Kitchen  

St. Johnõs is scheduled to  

provide volunteers at the 

Sharing Kitchen on June 3 

from 8:30 AM to 1:00 PM.   

If you are interested in working, please see   

Eileen Scherer .  No prior experience necessary!  

As my five-year-old son and I were head-
ing to McDonald's one day, we passed a 
car accident. Usually when we see some-
thing terrible like that, we say a prayer for 
whoever might be hurt, so I pointed and 
said to my son, "We should pray."   From 
the back seat I heard his earnest voice: 
"Dear God, please don't let those cars 
block the entrance to McDonald's."  

During his children's sermon, our   
assistant pastor asked the kids, "What 
is gray, has a bushy tail, and gathers 
nuts in the fall?"  One five-year-old 
raised his hand. "I know the answer 
should be Jesus," he began, "but it 
sounds like a squirrel to me." 
 
The meek shall inherit the earth é     

if it's okay with the rest of you.  

Ruth Circle  

Donna Randell, Betty Sendelbach, and        
Eileen Scherer  took part in the World Day of 

Prayer, celebrated on March 5 at the Washington 
Street United Methodist Church.  There were      

35 in attendance. 

Small Church Cluster  

On Sunday March 21, 2010, The Small Church 

Cluster held a " Growing Together In Love" Lenten 

Gathering Service at St. John's U.C.C. Tiffin.   

 

�7�K�H�� �5�H�Y���·�V�� �&�D�W�K�H�U�L�Q�H�� �/�D�Z�U�H�Q�F�H���� �5�R�E�L�Q�� �/�D�%�R�O�W�� �D�Q�G��
Daniel L. Bush used Isaiah 43:16 -21 to "affirm our 

faith, grow in love, and reconnect community".   

After the service, all present met downstairs for  

fellowship and refreshments.  

Pat Shatzer ���� �� �6�W���� �-�R�K�Q�·�V�� �6�P�D�O�O�� �&�K�X�U�F�K�� �&�O�X�V�W�H�U��
Representative  


